

Marwood School approach to phonic teaching

Background information
Many years ago, Marwood School was asked by DEPS (Devon Education Psychology Service), to pilot a phonic teaching method aimed at helping key stage 2 children, who were struggling with reading, to make better progress. We implemented the system and found the impact to be extremely positive, in terms of the progress that the children made. As a result of this, we adopted this approach for foundation children through to year 2. The approach didn’t cover the teaching of initial phonemes and so we devised our own method of teaching this area of phonics. When the new National Curriculum was implemented in September 2013 we made the conscious decision, as a school, to remain with the approach that had had such an impact on our children’s ability to grasp phonics and adapted it’s content to ensure coverage of the new curriculum statutory requirements (Appendix A - 1 and 2). Very recently, the school has begun to implement ‘Decision Spelling’ from year 2 to year 6 and so, again, we have adjusted our system of phonic teaching in foundation and year 1, to ensure continuity in our approach to phonics and spelling implementation across the school. At present year 2 are in the process of transitioning from the DEPS approach to phonics over to ‘Decision Spelling’.
The DEPS approach to teaching phonics
General rules about carrying out the DEPS approach with children :
1. DEPS is to take place twice a day for every child in foundation stage and year 1.  
2. When 90% of the children in the teaching group are fluent with the phoneme, the adult should move onto the next phoneme in the sequence.
3. The correct phonetic terminology (Appendix C) should be used throughout the DEPS session.
4. If a child ‘makes a mistake’ with either a verbal or written phoneme, the adult should address this by correcting them in a positive way, during the session. This will help to clarify any misconceptions for all the children.
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]At the beginning of each session, seat the children on the carpet in front of the adult with their whiteboards, whiteboard pens and rubbers on the floor in front of them. Ensure that they are focused on the adult and ready to listen and respond. Then introduce the phoneme to be worked on during that session. (Each different phoneme has a pack of example words to use to support the adult during the session.)
The DEPS session:
2 minutes – adult to segment a word as they say it aloud (without the children seeing the word), children to blend the word as they say it aloud, in response. Continue with the rest of the word pack.
 (Using the fingers on their right hand and placing them, for the children to see, on their left palm; the adult will display the number of letters in the grapheme that represent the phoneme they are making, as they say it.) 
2 minutes – adult to say the whole word aloud and children to respond by segmenting the word as they say it aloud.
(Adult to create a sweeping arc across themselves with their hand to represent a whole word.)
2 minutes – using the word pack for the phoneme, the adult reads a word first in segmented form and then as a complete word aloud and the children respond by doing the same. The adult points to the symbols below the word to help the children distinguish between the different phonemes in the word. E.g. c h a t              s h i n e                         
             __  .  .             __    .
(These symbols represent: pea . sausage ____ and spaghetti              which are the symbols used 

in ‘Decision Spelling’ to represent single letter phonemes, digraph/ trigraph/ quadgraph and split digraph respectively.)
[bookmark: _Hlk24288933]4 minutes – adult to ask the children to put their whiteboards onto their laps for a good writing position and then to say aloud a word from the phoneme list for the children to repeat back aloud and then attempt to write.  
2 minutes – adult to write an ‘alien word’ (the unreal words in the phonic screening check are marked by aliens and so we chose to use the term ‘alien’ to represent unreal words) on their whiteboard using only phonemes that the children have already been taught. They then ask the children to fold their arms if they have worked out the word and chose a variety of children throughout any one session to attempt to read the word using their previous knowledge.
4 minutes (year 1) 2 minutes (foundation stage) – 
Year 1 - Appendix B words (first 100 high frequency words) – adult to ask the children to put their whiteboards onto their laps for a good writing position and then to say aloud a word from Appendix B  for the children to repeat back aloud and then attempt to write.(The children will refer to these words as the high frequency words and the adult must clarify what that means to them.)
Foundation children – adult read a sight word card from Appendix B aloud and the children repeat back aloud. 

Teaching and learning initial phonemes
Initial phonemes are introduced using a different approach. 
During the first daily session of DEPS, the foundation children will be shown a letter and it will be explained that that is the letter they will try to learn. The children will be told its name and phoneme. They will then be asked to think of things that begin with that phoneme and the adult will scribe those suggestions on the IWB for all children to see. The ‘Jolly Phonic’ action for that phoneme will also be introduced as a scaffold for those children who are kinaesthetic learners.
During the second daily DEPS session, the children will be reminded of the letter from the first session and then the adult will explain that they are going to learn how to write that letter and will role model its formation. The children will then have an opportunity to practise their letter formation on their own whiteboards with support from the adult. 

Phonic assessment
All the children in foundation stage and year 1 should be assessed on their progress in learning phonemes, once every half term. This should be done by asking them to read ‘alien’ words which contain the phonemes they have been taught that half term, to see if their learning and therefore knowledge of these is secure. Their achievements should then be recorded on a chart (Appendix D 1,2,3,4,5,6,7) to inform staff of their progress and of any intervention required.

                                                                                





[bookmark: _MON_1634912220]           	 
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Appendix A – DEPS phoneme teaching order for year 1 and foundation stage children, with examples.

		           ir

		girl, bird, shirt, first, third, birth, skirt, sir, squirt, dirt, stir, thirst, birthday, thirteen, birch, chirp, twirl, mirth, girth, chirping

		



		          ur

		turn, hurt, church, burst, Thursday, fur, burn, burp, curl, surf, curb, hurt, churn, spurt, spur, burnt, turf 

		



		oo

(/u:/) 



		food, pool, moon, zoo, soon, boot, hoof, zoom, cool, root, croon, roost, stoop, loop, broom, tooth, gloom, shoot, boost, fool, spoon, spool, troop, roof, swoop, hoot, brood 

		Very few words end with the letters oo, although the few that do are often words that primary children in year 1 will encounter, for example, zoo 



		oo

(/ʊ/)

		book, took, foot, wood, good, cook, wool, hook, look, soot

		



		          oa

		boat, coat, road, coach, load, goat, loaf, soap, oak, toad, loan, cloak, float, groan, boast, stoat, foam, toast, roast

		The digraph oa is very rare at the end of an English word. 



		          oe

		toe, goes, hoe, doe, foe, woe, tomatoes 

		



		          ou

		out, about, mouth, around, sound, cloud, scout, found, proud, sprout, hound, bound, our, pout, count, shout, founder, stout, sour, pound, flour, south, rounder, ground, ouch, aloud, foul

		The only common English word ending in ou is you. 





		          





ow

              (/aʊ/)

		









now, how, brown, down, town, cow, owl, frown, drown, wow, clown, crown

		



Both the /u:/ and /ju:/ (‘oo’ and ‘yoo’) sounds can be spelt as u–e, ue and ew. If words end in the /oo/ sound, ue and ew are more common spellings than oo. 





		       ow 

            (/əʊ/) 



		own, blow, snow, grow, show, grown, blown, flow, crow, shallow, billow, low

		Both the /u:/ and /ju:/ (‘oo’ and ‘yoo’) sounds can be spelt as u–e, ue and ew. If words end in the /oo/ sound, ue and ew are more common spellings than oo. 





		  ue(like the name of u)

		 rescue, Tuesday, issue, tissue, venue, cue, due, argue, pursue, subdue, value, barbecue, fuel, cruel 

		Both the /u:/ and /ju:/ (‘oo’ and ‘yoo’) sounds can be spelt as u–e, ue and ew. If words end in the /oo/ sound, ue and ew are more common spellings than oo. 





		 



ue(sounds like the sound oo)

		





blue, clue, true, glue

		

Both the /u:/ and /ju:/ (‘oo’ and ‘yoo’) sounds can be spelt as u–e, ue and ew. If words end in the /oo/ sound, ue and ew are more common spellings than oo. 





		 ew (like the name of u)  

		new, few, stew, dew, pew, newest, newt 

		Both the /u:/ and /ju:/ (‘oo’ and ‘yoo’) sounds can be spelt as u–e, ue and ew. If words end in the /oo/ sound, ue and ew are more common spellings than oo. 





		

ew(sounds like the sound oo)

		



grew, flew, drew, threw, blew, chew, screw, shrew, sewer, brew, crew, jewel 

		

Both the /u:/ and /ju:/ (‘oo’ and ‘yoo’) sounds can be spelt as u–e, ue and ew. If words end in the /oo/ sound, ue and ew are more common spellings than oo. 





		  ie (/aɪ/) 



		lie, pie, tie, cried, tried, dried, die, spied, fried, replied, ties, pies, lies, dries

		



		  ie 

(/i:/) 



		chief, field, thief, belief, lorries, cavities, calories, abilities, parties

		



		           igh

		high, night, light, bright, right, sigh, might, sight, fight, tight, plight, fright, thigh, slight

		



		            or

		for, short, born, horse, morning, fork, cork, sort, worn, fort, torn, lord, port, north, storm, sport, porch, horn, ford, torch, scorn, corn, cord, sworn, form, pork, thorn, stork

		



		           ore

		more, score, before, wore, shore, core, snore, chore, ignore, galore, store, tore, sore

		



		           aw

		saw, draw, yawn, crawl, paw, raw, claw, jaw, lawn, law, hawk, outlaw, shawl, thaw, seesaw, bawl, pawn, prawn, dawn, fawn, brawn, drawing, crawling

		



		           air

		air, fair, pair, hair, chair, lair, stair, flair, airport

		



		          ear         

		dear, hear, beard, near, year, rear, tear, gear, fear, ear, clear, spear 

		



		           au      

		author, August, dinosaur, astronaut, haul, launch, haunt, taunt, maul, flaunt

		



		        ear

(/ɛə/) 



		bear, pear, wear, tear 

		



		        are(/ɛə/) 



		bare, dare, care, share, scared, stare, hare, mare, rare

		



		         -y

(/i:/ or /ɪ/) 



		very, happy, funny, party, family, sunny, Mummy, Daddy, angry, blotchy, bounty, brainy, crispy, freaky, smelly, slushy, moody, foxy

		



		         ph

		dolphin, alphabet, phonics, elephant, orphan, pamphlet, phantom, prophet

		The /f/ sound is not usually spelt as ph in short everyday words (e.g. fat, fill, fun). 





		        wh

		when, which, wheel, while, whisper, whip, whiz, whist, whisk, whim 
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hfw100fp.pdf Design © www.highfrequencywords.org Precursive 


First 100 High Frequency Words 
in frequency order reading down the columns 


 


the that not look put 


and with then don’t could 


a all were come house 


to we go will old 


said can little into too 


in are as back by 


he up no from day 


I had mum children made 


of my one him time 


it her them Mr I’m 


was what do get if 


you there me just help 


they out down now Mrs 


on this dad came called 


she have big oh here 


is went when about off 


for be it’s got asked 


at like see their saw 


his some looked people make 


but so very your an 
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Phonics Glossary of Terms 
Adjacent consonants Two (or three) letters making two (or three) sounds. 


E.g. the first three letters of strap are adjacent 
consonants. 
Previously known as a consonant cluster. 


Blending The process of using phonics for reading.  Children 
identify and synthesise/blend the phonemes in order 
to make a word. 
E.g. s-n-a-p, blended together, reads snap. 


Consonant digraph Two consonants which make one sound.   
E.g. sh, ch, th, ph 


CVC, CCVCC etc. The abbreviations used for consonant-vowel-
consonant and consonant-consonant-vowel-
consonant-consonant words, used to describe the 
order of sounds. 
E.g. cat, ship and sheep are all CVC words. Black 
and prize could be described as CCVC words. 


Digraph Two letters which together make one sound.  There 
are different types of digraph – vowel, consonant and 
split. 


Grapheme A letter or group of letters representing one sound 
(phoneme) 
E.g. ck, igh, t, sh 


Phoneme The smallest unit of sound in a word. 
Segmenting The process of using phonics for writing.  Children 


listen to the whole word and break it down into the 
constituent phonemes, choosing an appropriate 
grapheme to represent each phoneme. 
E.g. ship can be segmented as sh-i-p. 


Split digraph Two letters, which work as a pair to make one sound, 
but are separated within the word. 
E.g. a-e as in make or late; i-e as in size or write. 


Synthesising The process of using phonics for reading.  Children 
identify and synthesise/blend the phonemes in order 
to make a word. 
E.g. s-n-a-p, blended together, reads snap. 


Trigraph Three letters which together make one sound. 
E.g. dge, igh 


Vowel digraph A digraph in which at least one of the letters is a 
vowel 
E.g. ea, ay, ai, ar 
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Appendix A - DEPS phoneme teaching order for year 1 and foundation stage children, with examples.



		All initial sounds (in this order).

		s,a,t,p,i,n,m,d,g,o,c,k,e,u,r,h,b,f,l,j,v,w,x,y,z,qu.

		



		CVC

		cat, pan, run, bit, hen, dog

		



		CVCC

		went, lift, help

		



		CCVC

		trip, stop, crab

		



		CCVCC

		print, cramp, stump

		



		ff,ll,ss,zz (/f/, /l/, /s/, /z/)

		off, puff, huff, well, bell, fill, doll, sell, tell, miss, less, hiss, mess, boss, fuss, kiss, buzz, jazz, fuzz, fizz

		The /f/, /l/, /s/, /z/ sounds are usually spelt as ff, ll, ss, zz and ck if they come straight after a single vowel letter in short words. Exceptions: if, pal, us, bus, yes.



		- ck (/k/)

		back, pack, sack, kick, pick, sick 

		The /f/, /l/, /s/, /z/ sounds are usually spelt as ff, ll, ss, zz and ck if they come straight after a single vowel letter in short words. Exceptions: if, pal, us, bus, yes.



		ch

		chop, chin, chip, chill, check, such, rich, much, chimp, chat, chug, chum, crunch, chest, chink, check, chap, trench, drench, scrunch, bench, punch

		



		sh

		ship, shop, shed, shell, fish, cash, rush, mash, brush, wish, shunt, sham, shack, shut, blush, shot, smash, dish, hush, shin, shelf, flash, slush, clash, fresh, crush

		



		th

		thin, thick, moth, thud, thank, cloth, broth, tenth, sixth, fifth, thrust, thrill, thrush

		



		- nk (/n/)

		bank, think, honk, sunk, sink, link, bunk 

		The /n/ sound spelt before k.



		





-tch

		







catch, fetch, kitchen, notch, hutch, sketch, witch, snatch

		







The /tʃ/ sound is usually spelt as tch if it comes straight after a single vowel letter. Exceptions: rich, which, much, such.



		-ve (/v/)

		have, live, give, hive

		English words hardly ever end with the letter v, so if a word ends with a/v/ sound, the letter e usually needs to be added after the ‘v’.



		ng

		ring, rang, hang, song, wing, king, long, sing, fling, ping, strong, sting, swing, cling, bring, gong

		



		ai

		rain, wait, train, paid, afraid, hail, pain, aim, sail, main, tail, bait, plain, nail, claim, paint, drain, brain, jail, train, stain, frail, maid, fail, chain, raid, snail, pail, trail, saint, faint

		The digraphs ai and oi are virtually never used at the end of English words.



		oi

		oil, join, coin, point, soil, boil, coil, moist, boiling

		The digraphs ai and oi are virtually never used at the end of English words.



		ay

		day, play, say, way, stay, may, stray, tray, clay, spray, sway, jay, pay, bay, pray, lay, ray, slay

		ay and oy are used for those sounds at the end of words and at the end of syllables.



		

oy

		



boy, toy, enjoy, annoy, joy, oyster, destroy, royal, employ, tomboy, loyal, ahoy

		



ay and oy are used for those sounds at the end of words and at the end of syllables.



		a_e

		made, came, same, take, safe, game, snake, make, cave, shave, crave, wave, brave, slave, grave, save

		



		e_e

		these, theme, complete, even, concrete, delete 

		



		i_e

		five, ride, like, time, side, pine, ripe, shine, slide, prize

		



		o_e

		home, those, woke, hope, bone, alone, stone, choke, poke, stoke, joke, Pope

		



		



u_e (like the name of ‘u’)

		 



use, tube, tune, abuse, fuse, dune, cube, duke, mule, fume, cure, cute, pure, secure, mature, refuse

		



Both the /u:/ and /ju:/ (‘oo’ and ‘yoo’) sounds can be spelt as u_e.



		u_e (sounds like ‘oo’)

		rude, prune, flute, rule, June, brute

		Both the /u:/ and /ju:/ (‘oo’ and ‘yoo’) sounds can be spelt as u_e.



		ar

		car, start, park, arm, garden, bar, bark, card, cart, hard, jar, far, lark, dark, yard, smart, lard, part, harm, barn, dark, spark 

		



		ee

		see, tree, green, meet, week, feel, weep, feet, jeep, deep, keep, bee, sheep, deed, free, sleep, feed, queen, seem, need, beef, peep, green, sweet, bleep, been, greed, preen

		



		ea (/i:/)

		sea, dream, meat, each, seat, treat, heap, least, repeat, read (present tense), speak, beast, team, bleat, cream, yeast, heat, neat, freak, weak, deal, leap, sneak

		



		ea (/ɛ/) 



		head, bread, meant, instead, read (past tense), lead (past tense), tread, ahead, weapon 

		



		[bookmark: _GoBack]er

(/ɜ:/) 



		her, term, verb, person, perm, kerb, never, stern, jerk, fern, herd, perfect, permit, herb

		(stressed sound)



		er (/ə/) 



		better, under, summer, winter, sister

		(unstressed schwa sound)
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