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Welcome 

At Marwood Primary School, we want every child to grow in confidence, 

knowledge and independence. This booklet explains how learning is organised, 

how children are supported and how we assess progress throughout school. 

 

Our Marwood Values 

Everything we do is guided by our three core values: 

 

• Ambitious Progress – helping every child achieve their best. 

• Respectful Consideration – encouraging kindness, empathy and respect. 

• Learning to Learn – developing resilience, independence and confidence. 

 

Our Curriculum 

Our curriculum is organised into four subject families to help children make 

connections across learning: 

 

• STEM* – Science, Maths, Computing and Design Technology 

• Humanities – History, Geography and RE 

• Physical and Social Development – PE, PSHE and RSE 

• The Arts – Reading, Writing, Art, Music and French 

 

*STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 

How Children Learn 

At Marwood, learning is carefully planned step by step. Teachers: 

 

• teach important knowledge clearly 

• revisit learning regularly 

• introduce and practise vocabulary 

• identify gaps quickly and provide support 

• encourage children to apply learning independently 

 

 

 



Assessment at Marwood Primary School 

Assessment helps teachers understand what children know and what support they may need next. Teachers assess 

learning through: 

 

• day-to-day teaching including quizzes and discussions 

• observations and practical activities 

• written work and end-of-unit tasks 

 

Assessment is used to support learning and celebrate progress. 

 

Understanding Assessment Terms 

EXS (Expected) – Working at the expected standard for their age 

 

GDS (Greater Depth Standard) – Those in Years 1-6 working at greater depth within the expected standard 

 

WTS (or Emerging in Early Years) – Working towards the expected standard and needing some support 

 

BLW – Children in this group are working below the expected level for their age and may need significant additional 

support. 

 

We carefully track and celebrate their progress in smaller, meaningful steps using the Cherry Garden Branch Maps, 

which break learning down into very detailed stages. This helps us recognise and value the important progress children 

make, even when it is gradual. 

As children develop further, we also 

use Chris Quigley’s “Pebbles” 

assessment approach to support and 

measure their learning beyond these 

early steps. This helps us to build a 

clear picture of their understanding 

over time and ensure they continue to 

make progress in a way that is 

appropriate for them. 

 

 

 



Strong Foundations in EYFS and KS1 

In Reception, Year 1 and Year 2, we prioritise the basics: 

 

• reading and phonics 

• speaking and listening 

• writing basics 

• number fluency 

• learning behaviours such as concentration and resilience 

 

These foundations help children succeed throughout their education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

 

 



How are the basics assessed? 

 

In Reception, Year 1 and Year 2, teachers regularly check how secure children are with the key early skills and knowledge 

needed for future learning. 

 

These checks focus on: 

 

• reading fluency and phonics 

• handwriting and spelling 

• sentence writing 

• number fluency 

• spoken language 

• learning behaviours such as attention, independence and resilience 

 

Our Simple Assessment System 

Teachers use a simple Yes/Not Yet approach to show how securely children are mastering the key foundational skills and 

knowledge throughout the year: 

Yes - your child is secure and can apply the skill independently 

No - your child is still developing and will need further support or practice 

These assessments help teachers quickly identify any gaps and provide timely support, ensuring small difficulties don’t 

become bigger barriers to learning. 

 

How We Support Children 

If a child needs extra help, teachers may: 

 

• provide additional practice 

• adapt classroom teaching 

• offer small-group support 

• work closely with parents and carers 

• involve the SENDCo where appropriate 

 

Our aim is to ensure every child develops secure foundations and feels successful in their learning. 



Supporting Learning at Home 

Parents and carers also play a vitally important role in helping their children to succeed. 

 

You can support your child by: 

 
• reading together regularly (at least 3 times a week) 
• practising counting and number facts regularly using Numbots or TTRS 
• practising letter formation at home using the letter join homework  
• practising basic spellings such as high frequency or common exception words sent home 
by your child’s class teacher 
• encouraging conversation and vocabulary 
• praising effort and resilience 
• supporting routines and independence 
 

 

 

 

 

Our Commitment 

At Marwood Primary School, we are committed to helping every child feel safe, valued and successful. 

By working together, we can help every child grow, thrive and achieve ambitious progress. 

 

“Growing Learners, Shaping Futures.” 

 


